
We are unfortunately experiencing a very new situation which is causing worry to many of 

us. Routine & predictable schoolwork can be a source of stability for children as it provides a 

familiar task in uncertain circumstances.  It is important the work suggested below is not 

another source of stress for our school children or their families. Please complete work as you 

see fit for YOUR child within YOUR family setting. Teachers do not expect every item of 

work to be completed. In these difficult times, it is important that our children feel loved and 

supported more than ever. Positive mental health & wellbeing are hugely important to your 

child’s long-term learning – be gentle with your expectations 😊   

 

 

Suggested homework activities for week beginning 23
rd

 March 2020 
Junior and Senior Infants 

 

LITERACY 

 Junior Infants Senior Infants 

Phonics s,a,t,i,p,n oo, oo,  ou 

s: sand, sun, star 

a: ant, army, arrow 

t: tap, tin, truck 

i: igloo, insect, ill 

p: pen, pet, pat,  

n: net, nip, necklace 

oo- good, 

hook, book, 

wood, wool, 

look, shook, 

 

oo- moon, 

spoon, tooth, 

food, roof, 

boot, tools, 

stool 

ou- ouch, 

mouth, 

round, 

cloud, loud, 

south,  

Tricky Words I, the, he, she.  

Read words daily. Find words in books. 

Put words into sentences orally. 

(could, should, would, put, right, go, so, 

no) 

Read words daily. Put words into sentences 

orally.  

Writing Write some words with phonics sounds of the week. See examples above. 

Write a card or draw a picture for your grandparents or neighbours/friends that you are 

unable to visit at the moment. 

Reading https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/ 

Go to the following online page for free access to online ebooks.  You can choose 

appropriate books for your own child’s reading level and interest by using the 

appropriate tabs (age, reading level, book type etc.) These books also have an audio 

option that reads the book for your child or can prompt them if they get stuck. 

Encourage your child to read one book per day. They can read more if they wish. 

Oral Language Name 3 things e.g. Milk is white, can you name 3 other things that are white? 

The fire is hot, can you name 3 other things that are hot?  

Refer to the attached documents for games that make learning more fun/engaging 

 

 

NUMERACY 

 Junior Infants Senior Infants 

Number Counting forwards from 0- 10 

Counting backwards from 10-0 

Start at a different number count on to ten. 

Start at a different number count back to 0. 

What number comes before a given 

number? (1-10) 

What number comes after a given number 

(0-9) 

Addition of 2 numbers using the 

numberline. Write out some addition sums 

totals to 20 for your child to complete 

using a numberline. If you do not have  

numberline, create one using pencil and 

paper. E.g. 3+7= __ 

Find the missing number using the number 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/


 line. E.g. 5+__=8. Encourage your child to 
put their finger on number 5 on the 
number line and then count the number of 
hops they need to do to get to number 8. 
(3 hops) 
Write out some ‘missing number’ sums, 
totals to 10 for your child to complete. 

Capacity Develop an understanding of the concept of capacity through exploration and the use of 

appropriate vocabulary (Full, empty, holds more, holds less, holds the same amount, 

holds the most, holds the least, pour, fill up to the top, enough, level) 

Provide opportunities for free play involving filling and emptying many different-sized 

and different shaped containers. Ensure the children fully understand and are able to use 

terminology such as ‘full’, ‘empty’ and ‘level’ 

Which container holds the most/least?  Can you arrange the containers in order 

beginning with the one that holds least and ending with the one that holds most?  Do any 

2 containers hold an equal amount of water? How many eggcups of water will fill the 

glass? Let’s predict and then check. 

Refer to the attached documents for games that make learning more fun/engaging 

Folensonline is also giving free access for parents and children at the moment. Here you can access your 

child’s Planet Maths book and online games/activities if you wish. 

www.folensonline.ie  

 

 

GAEILGE 

 Junior Infants Senior Infants 

TG4  Encourage your child to watch Cúla4 on TG4 which has TV shows for children  such as 

Spongebob Squarepants and Horrid Henry in the Irish language. 

Practice speaking Encourage your child to use a few words and phrases that they know each day. 

  

 

 

SESE 

 Junior Infants Senior Infants 

Geography Name and describe the various rooms in a house. What is each room used for? 

Name and describe some household chores/jobs. Who does what jobs in your house? 

What jobs do you help with?  

Look at pictures of different types of houses or look out the window . 

Describe your own house. Draw a  rough map of your house with some help.  

See if you can find the school/your house etc. on Google Earth with some help 

Science Build a Lego/brick house based on your own house. 

History Story- The Three Little Pigs. www.Twinkl.ie  has free access at the moment and has an 

ebook of this story. 

Read this story with your child. Ask them to retell it in the correct oder, using their own 

words. They can draw a picture of the beginning middle and end of the story 

(sequencing- First, Next, Then)  

 

Art Link to SESE- Draw a picture of your own house. Colour or paint it to decorate.  

 

http://www.folensonline.ie/
http://www.twinkl.ie/


SPHE: Discuss feelings and emotions based on school closures and social distancing with 

your child. There are many online child-friendly stories to help children to understand what is 

happening in the world at the moment regarding Covid-19 (at their level). See the following 

like for some activities that may help to reduce anxiety/worry in children. 

https://perfectionpending.net/20-fun-activities-to-help-kids-with-anxiety/  

 

 P.E.- The Body Couch TV - Child friendly workouts on Joe Wicks’ YouTube channel 

 10@10 on RTEjnr 

Cosmic kids yoga- https://www.youtube.com/user/CosmicKidsYoga or 

https://www.cosmickids.com/category/watch/ 

 

Homework games to make revision more fun. 
Word Flash/Sound Flash: show word/sound to your child really quickly and then hide it. Can they 
remember what they have seen? This game helps to increase children’s speed/fluency when recalling 
sounds/words. I often do this with all sounds/words and due to the speed of the game, it only takes 
about a minute. Children often want to beat their own time score each time they play the game. 
 
Say and Keep: Turn all words or sound upside down on the table. Take turns with your child to choose 
a card and say the word or the sound on the card. If it is correct, you keep it, if it’s incorrect you 
return it to the table. The player with the most sounds or words at the end of the game is the winner. 
 
Word Detectives/Sound Detectives: Find sounds or words in books/newspapers, on food items in the 
cupboard/fridge. E.g. how many of the sound ‘a’ can we find on food labels in the cupboard. How 
many of the word ‘the’ are in this book? Let’s be detectives and check. 
 
I Spy: Hide words/sounds around the kitchen. Go on a hunt for these. I spy with my little eye the 
sound ‘a’. I spy with my little eye the word ‘the’.  
 
Listen and Write: Choose a sound card from the pile. Call out the sound to your child. They write the 
sound on a mini whiteboard, chalkboard or on paper with pencils/markers/crayons. Show your child 
the letter card after they have written it. Let them ‘tick’ it if they got it correct. Great for ‘self-
assessment’. 
 
SPLAT!: Spread all sound cards out on the table. Take turns to call a letter sound. The fastest person 
to SPLAT the sound gets to keep it. (SPLAT= slap your hand down on the card). 
 
Writing in sand/salt: Practice writing letters/words in salt/sand. Pour some sand or salt into a tray. Let 
you child practice writing sounds or words with their finger. Shake the sand in the tray and start again. 

 
 
Build a word: Lay some sound cards together to create a word. It’s better to start with 3 letter CVC 
(consonant, vowel consonant) words. If your child can build/spell these using word cards, then add in 
digraph sounds e.g. ship, chat, sheep etc. 
 

https://perfectionpending.net/20-fun-activities-to-help-kids-with-anxiety/
https://www.youtube.com/user/CosmicKidsYoga
https://www.cosmickids.com/category/watch/


t a p  

b u n  

sh i p  
 

EXAMPLES OF SOME LITERACY GAMES 
HOPSCOTCH- Children could draw hopscotch on the path outside. They could use sight words/tricky words 
instead of numbers to play the hopscotch game. 
SNAKES AND LADDERS- Children could play ‘Snakes and Ladders’ using sounds or words rather than numbers.  
LEGO- Parents could use a marker to write sight words/tricky words on Lego blocks so that children are 
learning/revising words as they are playing. They could build a tower using only the words they can read. This 
will challenge them to learn more words each time to make their tower taller. 
WHAT’S THE PASSWORD? Parents could write a letter sound, tricky word or sight word on a piece of paper. 
This word/sound is the password to watch TV/use their tablet/go outside to play etc. This password could be 
changed daily or as often as you feel your child needs. The children will want to be able to read the word in 
order to do the things they like to do. E.g. If your child asks to watch TV, they must first try to read the daily 
password. (a sight word/tricky word) 
WORD HUNT: hide sight words around the house for your child to find. Let them go on a word hunt. They 
should try to read the words they find. 
STICKY STEPS- Place a sight word/letter sound or tricky word on each step of the stairs. Your child must read 
each word before moving to the next step. If they cannot read a word, they are stuck! You tell them the word 
and the child begins the game again, from the first step, hoping to get further this time.  
CATCH THE WORDS! Write sight words/tricky words all over a large beach ball. Play a throwing and catching 
game. When your child catches the ball, they must read the words that their hands are touching. 



   

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

EXAMPLES OF SOME NUMERACY GAMES 
 

 

THROW A NUMBER: Draw numbers (0-20) on the ground using chalk. Talk turns to throw 

a bean bag/teddy onto a number. Name the number. Make this more difficult by using 

number words instead (zero, one two…) 

TIME STICKS- create a large clock on the ground using chalk for the numbers and sticks for 

the clock hands. Take turns to create a new (o clock) time using the life-sized clock.  

NUMBER HUNT: hide numbers indoors or outdoors for your child to find. 

WHAT TIME IS IT MR. WOLF? Play the traditional game ‘What time is it Mr. Wolf, 

indoors or outdoors using a mini clock. The wolf has to say the time but also show the time 

on the mini clock. 

SCAVENGER HUNT: go on a hunt for twigs and leaves. Order them from shortest to 

longest 

HEAVY/LIGHT: hang a clothes hanger from a nail. Hang two buckets from either side of the 

clothes hanger. Your child can fill each bucket with objects to check which is heavier. 



KNOCK THE CANS: Stack some cans/paper cups in a tower. Throw a ball at the to try to 

knock them over. How many did you knock over? How many are still standing? How many 

altogether? 

 
 


